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DEFINITION OF FLUENCY

Fluency is defined as the ability to read with speed, 
accuracy, and proper expression. In order to understand 

what they read, children must be able to read 
fluently whether they are reading aloud or silently. When 
reading aloud, fluent readers read in phrases and add 

intonation appropriately. Their reading is smooth and has 
expression.



IMPORTANCE OF FLUENCY 

Children who do not read with fluency sound choppy and 
awkward. Those students may have difficulty with decoding skills or 
they may just need more practice with speed and smoothness in 
reading. Fluency is also important for motivation; children who find 
reading laborious tend not to want read! As readers head into 
upper elementary grades, fluency becomes increasingly important. 
The volume of reading required in the upper elementary years 
escalates dramatically. Students whose reading is slow or labored 
will have trouble meeting the reading demands of their grade 
level.



FLUENCY BENCHMARKS

Fluency for First Grade Begins the Second Nine Weeks

2nd Nine Weeks – 20 wcpm with 88-100% accuracy

3rd Nine Weeks – 40 wcpm with 88-100% accuracy

4th Nine Weeks – 60 wcpm with 88-100% accuracy 

Additional Fluency Guidance/Understanding for Parents -
http://www.readingrockets.org/helping/target/fluency

http://www.readingrockets.org/helping/target/fluency


FLUENCY DATA

-Report Card (1,2,3,4)



FLUENCY ASSESSMENT SHEETS

- Varies by teacher

- Fluency Assessment that happens in between report card dates



DI CONTINUUM

Second Grade

First Grade

Kindergarten

Student’s DI Group:_________________________________________


